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Moreover, the Stargazers Dance Troupe has
successfully collaborated with other organiza-
tions. This notably includes work with the
Guam Allied Dance Force in producing a 2020
virtual Christmas dance festival to celebrate
the season of giving, benefit the Salvation
Army Guam, and uplift the spirits of the Peo-
ple of Guam amid the challenges and uncer-
tainties imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Over the years, Stargazers have used their
gifts and talents to elevate our island’s pres-
ence abroad. From performing on national tel-
evision in the Philippines, to earning numerous
national championships in the U.S. and Can-
ada, and taking the stage at California
Disneyland and Disney World, Florida, they
have proudly represented Guam, garnered
many national and international awards, and
showcased to the rest of the world the great-
ness to be discovered in our small region of
the Pacific. Their recent accomplishments in
the 2019 Luv 2 Dance Competition have dis-
tinctly lengthened an already extensive list of
accolades. After facing off against a wealth of
other experienced competitors, Guam’s Star-
gazers rose to the top as Large Group Na-
tional Champions while simultaneously obtain-
ing the Top National Sapphire Studio Award,
Best Choreography Award, and the first-ever
Legacy Award—an award created to recog-
nize an outstanding dance group that made an
impact, demonstrated showmanship and stu-
dio spirit, and developed meaningful connec-
tions with other dancers throughout the week
of competition.

On behalf of the People of Guam, | would
like to extend a proud congratulations to our
Stargazers for their success in earning na-
tional and international recognition across
competition and entertainment platforms.
Dancing is a form of art and expression that
truly provides the opportunity to connect with,
empower, and inspire others, and | applaud
the Stargazers Dance Troupe for continuously
accomplishing these objectives. | further com-
mend Mr. Mark Gonzales for his dedication to
encouraging generations of Guam’s youth with
the space to learn the value of hard work, cul-
tivate their passions, and pursue their dreams.
It is truly an honor to watch the Stargazers
Dance Troupe story unfold, and | look forward
to seeing the next chapter of their journey as
they set out to represent our island once again
in Atlantic City’s That's Entertainment Per-
forming Arts Competition in July.

BROOKLYN HECTOR
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 10, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brooklyn Hec-
tor for her creative and unique drawing, earn-
ing her the top drawing award in the 2022
Congressional Art Competition.

As a participant in the art show and student
at Ralston Valley High School, Brooklyn cre-
ated a work of art entitled, “Twilight in Golden
Canyon”. It was created using watercolors and
depicts the sunset reflected on a pond with
glass in the foreground.

Brooklyn spent countless hours and used
numerous tools to learn new techniques and
refine her painting skills and education in the
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arts. | appreciate her participation in the com-
petition and the support provided by her
teachers at Ralston Valley High School.

Congratulations to Brooklyn Hector for her
hard work and participation in the 2022 Con-
gressional Art Competition. | am certain she
will exhibit the same dedication and character
in her future accomplishments, and | wish her
the best of luck going forward.

COLONEL JEFFERY B. EDWARDS
HON. CLIFF BENTZ

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 10, 2022

Mr. BENTZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Colonel Jeffrey B. Edwards, United
States Air Force, for his exceptional dedication
and distinguished service to the United States
of America. Colonel Edwards will retire on
May 15, 2022, from his current assignment as
the Commander of the 173rd Fighter Wing at
Kingsley Field in Klamath Falls, Oregon. We
thank him for his commitment to our country
over the past 27 years.

Colonel Edwards graduated from the United
States Air Force Academy in 1995. His first
mission took him to Elmendorf Air Force Base
in Alaska, then to Tyndall Air Force Base in
Florida, and then Osan Air Base in the Repub-
lic of Korea. During his time in Alaska, he was
deployed twice to defend our nation, which in-
cluded 52 combat sorties in Operation
SOUTHERN WATCH in Irag and Operation
ALLIED FORCE, over eastern Europe. In
2000, he was assigned to Tyndall Air Force
Base in Florida, where he served as an F-
15C fighter pilot instructor, training the next
generation of fighter pilots. In 2003, Colonel
Edwards was stationed in Osan Air Base in
the Republic of Korea as the Chief of Air De-
fense Plans for the 7th Air Force. After his
service in Korea, in 2004, he joined the Or-
egon National Guard at Kingsley Field. In
2006, Colonel Edwards attended United
States Air Force Weapons School. In 2019,
after serving in several positions at Kingsley
Field, he earned the Command of the 173rd
Fighter Wing. Colonel Edwards has been
awarded the 173rd Fighter Wing Instructor
Pilot of the Year award, the USAF Weapons
School F-15 Academic Award, the 19th Air
Force Air-to-Air Fighter Pilot Instructor of the
Year, the Meritorious Service Medal, Aerial
Achievement Medal, and the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal. His service has included
over 3,200 flight hours. Colonel Edwards em-
bodies the Air Force Core Values of Integrity
First, Service Before Self, and Excellence In
All We Do as a Commander, leader, and Air-
man.

Kingsley Field is a critical asset for Amer-
ican national security. It serves as an out-
standing training center for the Air National
Guard and active-duty pilots. In Colonel
Edwards’ time as Commander, Kingsley Field
was designated as first in line to function as
a formal training unit for the Boeing F—15EX
fighter jet. A critical part of domestic defense
missions, the first operational F-15EX squad-
ron was designated to operate in the Oregon
Air National Guard. Additionally, Colonel
Edwards led Kingsley Field effectively through
the COVID-19 pandemic. Plans were formal-
ized for Kingsley Field’s dedicated men and
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women to support their families while carefully
maintaining the overall mission. In 2021, he
seamlessly balanced the activation of over
250 Airmen for COVID-19 and hospital sup-
port. In 2022, over 145 members were acti-
vated to help the State of Oregon’s deal with
the Omicron variant. During this time, never
once did Colonel Edwards’ leadership waver.
He stands on the front line, supporting innova-
tion in aircraft, managing issues as they arise,
and holding fast to a vision of a better future.

Furthermore, Colonel Edwards extends his
focus on the future beyond his service to the
men and women of Kingsley Field as a mem-
ber of my Military Service Academy Nomina-
tion Board, which includes other exceptional
active and retired officers. His experience as
an Air Force Academy graduate, a pilot and a
leader provides invaluable help as he, and the
other military officers of my annual nomination
board, interview students to assess their char-
acter, leadership, physical aptitude, motivation,
academic preparation, extracurricular, and
community service activities.

For a man who has demonstrated such
strong leadership, allegiance, and sacrifice
during his service to our Nation, recognition is
a very modest attempt to thank him.

We indeed owe a serious debt of gratitude
to Colonel Edwards, because, though tech-
nology, time, and power may change, the at-
tributes of a good leader remain unchanged.
Colonel Edwards has dedicated his life to this
nation, and we thank him for the service, vi-
sion, and leadership he has demonstrated
both at home and abroad.

Madam Speaker, as we reach the culmina-
tion of his distinguished career, | join my col-
leagues today in congratulating Colonel
Edwards for his lifetime of service to our coun-
try. We wish him, his wife, Teresa, and their
six children: Matthew 22, Anna 20, Andrew 17,
Rachel 14, Sarah 12, and James 10 best
wishes as he retires from the United States Air
Force.

CONGRATULATING ROCK ISLAND
HIGH SCHOOL COACH MARC PO-
LITE FOR BEING NAMED ‘“COACH
OF THE YEAR”

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 10, 2022

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Rock Island High School boys’
head basketball coach Marc Polite for being
named “Coach of the Year” for 2022 by the II-
linois Basketball Coaches Association.

When Marc began coaching at Rock Island
High School, he decided he wanted to build a
strong and solid team both on and off the
court. The student-athletes that he coaches
are able to set academic, athletic, personal,
and professional goals, and play basketball
while having fun. And just one year into his
coaching career at Rock Island High School,
coaches from across the State of lllinois voted
Marc “Coach of the Year.” As a former ath-
lete, | appreciate Marc’s dedication to his
team, and | commend him for receiving this
honor from the lllinois Basketball Coaches As-
sociation.

It is because of community leaders like
Marc Polite that | am especially proud to serve
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